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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by McNeil 
(5802974). 

McNeil discloses a method and device for producing an imprinted envelope 
(sheet) comprising the steps of imprinting on a material web by at least one print unit 
(indicia 30, with print cylinder 34, fig. 3) to form an imprinted material web (14, fig. 3), 
stretching the imprinted material web to correct registration inaccuracy (see col.9, lines 
48-57) and passing the imprinted material web other stations (in the direction MD, fig. 
3), which meets all the claimed limitations. 

Regarding claim 2, the method comprising the steps of providing the material 
web with print marks (31 , fig. 2) when the material web is being imprinted, detecting the 
location of the print marks on the material web with at least one sensor (41 , fig. 3), and 
subsequently drawing a portion of the material web by a pair of tension rollers having a 
speed of rotation/angular velocity regulated using control signals of at least one sensor 
to impart an additional tensile stress to the material web portion to cause stretching of 
the material web portion for any registration equalization that might be necessary (see 
col. 9, lines 47-57). 
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Regarding claim 3, McNeil discloses at least one print unit (34, fig. 3) for 
imprinting on a material web to form an imprinted material web having print marks (30, 
fig. 3) at selected location, at least one sensor (41 , fig. 3) for detecting the location the 
print marks (31 , fig. 2), and a pair of controllable tension rollers for stretching the 
material web for tension and for any necessary registration equalization (see col. 9, 
lines 47-57). 

Regarding claim 4, McNeil discloses a cutting device having a cutting blade (36, 
fig. 3) at a reference location. 

Regarding claims 5 and 6, McNeil discloses a printing station having a central 
cylinder (34, fig. 3), the sensor (40) being arranged between the central cylinder and the 
pair of tension rollers (see col. 9, lines 52-54). 

Regarding claim 7, the tension rollers define a first end point of a material web 
piece that serves as a stretchable material web and said printing station defines a 
second end point of the material web piece. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hemant M Desai whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
5830. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM-5: 30 PM, Mon-Thurs.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi I. Rada can be reached on (703) 308-2187. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Hemant M Desai ^) 



Examiner 
Art Unit 3721 



HMD 




